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FACTORS OF CULTURE

�� Cultural Variance in Cultural Variance in ConstructConstruct of G/T Educationof G/T Education

�� Perceived need for Perceived need for FormalFormal Gifted Education Gifted Education 

PolicyPolicy at the Governmental Levelat the Governmental Level

�� Types of Types of ParticipationParticipation in Gifted Education in Gifted Education 

�� Implementation of Implementation of AdvancedAdvanced ProgramsPrograms

�� Global Policy Distinctions across NationsGlobal Policy Distinctions across Nations

�� Influence of Influence of DynamicsDynamics of of DemographicsDemographics

�� Policy and Program Policy and Program TerminologyTerminology
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The Clash of Civilizations and the 

Remaking of World Order
Samuel Huntington

c. 1996

Factors of Factors of 

culture and culture and 

civilization civilization 

impact the impact the 

participation participation 

of countries in of countries in 

Gifted Gifted 

Education. Education. 
8.  African8.  African

7.  Latin American7.  Latin American

6.  Western6.  Western

5.  Orthodox5.  Orthodox

4.  Islamic4.  Islamic

3.  Hindu3.  Hindu

2.  Japanese2.  Japanese

1.  1.  SinicSinic

CIVILIZATIONCIVILIZATION

NigeriaNigeria

BrazilBrazil

USAUSA

RussiaRussia

IranIran

IndiaIndia

JapanJapan

ChinaChina

SAMPLE NATIONSAMPLE NATION
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Range of Cultural

Dichotomies

�� Western CultureWestern Culture

�� IndividualisticIndividualistic

�� UniversalismUniversalism

�� AchievementAchievement

�� SecularSecular

�� High MAS  High MAS  

Masculinity IndexMasculinity Index

�� NonNon--Western CultureWestern Culture

�� CollectivistCollectivist

�� ParticularismParticularism

�� AscriptionAscription

�� ReligiousReligious

�� Low MAS    Low MAS    

Masculinity IndexMasculinity Index
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CULTURAL DICHOTOMIES

TIMELESSTIMELESSMEASURED TIMEMEASURED TIME

HOLISTICHOLISTICATOMISTICATOMISTIC

EXPERIENTIALEXPERIENTIALANALYTICALANALYTICAL

NONNON--SCIENTIFICSCIENTIFICSCIENTIFICSCIENTIFIC

UNCONSCIOUSUNCONSCIOUSCONSCIOUSCONSCIOUS

INTUITIONINTUITIONLOGICLOGIC

EMOTIONEMOTIONREASONREASON

FEMALE….Low MAS       FEMALE….Low MAS       

(Masculinity Index)(Masculinity Index)

MALE .……High MAS  MALE .……High MAS  

(Masculinity Index)(Masculinity Index)
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CULTURAL DICHOTOMIES 

INNERINNEROUTEROUTER

ACCEPTANCEACCEPTANCEJUDGMENTALJUDGMENTAL

COMMUNICATIONCOMMUNICATIONLINGUISTICSLINGUISTICS

LANGUAGELANGUAGE

(Non(Non--Verbal)Verbal)

LANGUAGELANGUAGE

(Verbal)(Verbal)

COMMITMENTCOMMITMENTACCOUNTABILITYACCOUNTABILITY

QUALITATIVEQUALITATIVEQUANTITATIVEQUANTITATIVE

KNOWLEDGEKNOWLEDGEINFORMATIONINFORMATION

SUBJECTIVESUBJECTIVEOBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE
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CULTURAL DICHOTOMIES

HOLISTIC HOLISTIC ––

RANDOMRANDOM

LINEAR LINEAR --

SEQUENTIALSEQUENTIAL

BECOMINGBECOMINGBEINGBEING

FLUXFLUXSTATICSTATIC

EXTENDEDEXTENDEDNUCLEARNUCLEAR

HUMANISTICHUMANISTICMECHANISTICMECHANISTIC

PROCESSPROCESSPRODUCTPRODUCT

AESTHETICAESTHETICPRAGMATICPRAGMATIC

SOLIDARITY (Love)SOLIDARITY (Love)POWERPOWER
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IDENTIFICATION DICHOTOMIES

PortfolioPortfolio

ProductsProducts

Other EvidenceOther Evidence

Local  NonLocal  Non--

Standardized Standardized 

Teacher Teacher 

ChecklistsChecklists

Standardized Standardized 

Gifted Behavior Gifted Behavior 

Rating ScalesRating Scales
ADVANCED ADVANCED 

ATTRIBUTESATTRIBUTES

Classroom Classroom 

PerformancePerformance

CompetitionsCompetitions

Achievement Achievement 

Tests             Tests             

Local NormsLocal Norms

Local Local 

AssessmentsAssessments

Standardized Standardized 

Or National Or National 

Achievement TestsAchievement Tests

ReadingReading

MathMath

ACHIEVEMENTACHIEVEMENT

Dynamic Dynamic 

AssessmentAssessment

Creativity Creativity 

ChecklistChecklist

Discrepancy from Discrepancy from 

Local Peer Local Peer 

PopulationPopulation

Creativity TestsCreativity Tests

I.Q. ScoresI.Q. Scores

Verbal Verbal 

QuantitativeQuantitative

ReasoningReasoning

ABILITYABILITY

PERFORMANCE PERFORMANCE 

ASSESSMENTASSESSMENT

DISCREPANCY DISCREPANCY 

FROM  PEERSFROM  PEERS

STANDARDIZED STANDARDIZED 

NORMSNORMS
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World Council for Gifted & 

Talented Children

�� Biennial Conferences, alternating among European,  Biennial Conferences, alternating among European,  

Asian and North American locations.  Asian and North American locations.  

�� On alternate years, separate conferences held:  On alternate years, separate conferences held:  

ECHA (European Council for High Ability)ECHA (European Council for High Ability)

Asia (AsianAsia (Asian--Pacific Conference on Giftedness)Pacific Conference on Giftedness)

�� Gifted & Talented International JournalGifted & Talented International Journal

�� www.worldgifted.orgwww.worldgifted.org

�� Headquarters:  University of Winnipeg, CanadaHeadquarters:  University of Winnipeg, Canada
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WCGTC  World Gifted Conferences

(32 Years    1975 – 2007)

New OrleansNew Orleans

Warwick Warwick 

20052005

2007  2007  

SydneySydney19891989

AdelaideAdelaide20032003Salt Lake Salt Lake 19871987

BarcelonaBarcelona20012001HamburgHamburg19851985

IstanbulIstanbul19991999ManilaManila19831983

SeattleSeattle19971997MontrealMontreal19811981

Hong KongHong Kong19951995JerusalemJerusalem19791979

TorontoToronto19931993San FranciscoSan Francisco19771977

The HagueThe Hague19911991LondonLondon19751975
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WCGTC DELEGATES

AustraliaAustralia

NewNew

ZealandZealand

ColombiaColombia

Argentina Argentina 

BrazilBrazil

JamaicaJamaica

CanadaCanada

USAUSA

SwitzerlandSwitzerland

U. K.U. K.

ScotlandScotland

SpainSpain

IrelandIreland

NetherlandsNetherlands

PortugalPortugal

GermanyGermany

FranceFrance

DenmarkDenmark

AustriaAustria

NigeriaNigeria

So. Africa  So. Africa  

SudanSudan

4141
NATIONSNATIONS

SloveniaSlovenia

GreeceGreece

UnitedUnited

ArabArab

EmiratesEmirates

TurkeyTurkey

Saudi     Saudi     

ArabiaArabia

JordanJordan

IsraelIsrael

IranIran

BahrainBahrain

TaiwanTaiwan

ThailandThailand

SingaporeSingapore

So. KoreaSo. Korea

JapanJapan

PhilippinesPhilippines

IndiaIndia

IndonesiaIndonesia

Hong KongHong Kong

PR ChinaPR China
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ECHA – European Council of High 

Ability – National Correspondents

http://www.ECHA.ws Secretariat:  Johanna Raffan, Oxford UK

High Ability    High Ability    

StudiesStudies

RomaniaRomaniaHungaryHungaryCzech & Czech & 

Slovak Rep.Slovak Rep.

ECHA Journal:ECHA Journal:PortugalPortugalGreeceGreeceCroatiaCroatia

25 Nations25 NationsPolandPolandGermanyGermanyCanadaCanada

SwitzerlandSwitzerlandPeruPeruFranceFranceBrasilBrasil

SpainSpainNetherlandsNetherlandsFinlandFinlandBelgiumBelgium

SloveniaSloveniaJordanJordanEnglandEnglandAustriaAustria

RussiaRussiaIrelandIrelandDenmarkDenmarkAustraliaAustralia
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ECHA CONFERENCES

Oxford, U.K.Oxford, U.K.19981998

Prague, Czech RepPrague, Czech Rep20082008Vienna, AustriaVienna, Austria19961996

Lahti, FinlandLahti, Finland20062006Nijmegen, Nijmegen, 

NetherlandsNetherlands

19941994

Pamplona, SpainPamplona, Spain20042004Munich, GermanyMunich, Germany19921992

Rhodes, GreeceRhodes, Greece20022002Budapest, Budapest, 

HungaryHungary

19901990

Debrecen, HungaryDebrecen, Hungary20002000Zurich, Zurich, 

SwitzerlandSwitzerland

19881988
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APF  Asia-Pacific Federation 

of WCGTC  

Delegates from 9 Nations

UNITED UNITED 

ARAB ARAB 

EMIRATESEMIRATES

TAIWANTAIWANSOUTH SOUTH 

KOREAKOREA

TURKEYTURKEYSINGAPORESINGAPOREHONG KONGHONG KONG

THAILANDTHAILANDCHINACHINAAUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA
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APCG – Asia-Pacific Conference    

on Giftedness

SingaporeSingapore20082008New Delhi, IndiaNew Delhi, India19981998

Taipei, TaiwanTaipei, Taiwan20062006Jakarta, IndonesiaJakarta, Indonesia19961996

DaejeonDaejeon,       ,       

South KoreaSouth Korea

20042004Seoul,            Seoul,            

South KoreaSouth Korea

19941994

Bangkok, Bangkok, 

ThailandThailand

20022002Taipei, TaiwanTaipei, Taiwan19921992

Beijing, ChinaBeijing, China20002000Manila, Manila, 

PhillippinesPhillippines

19901990
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WORLD DATA COMPARISON

�� CONTINENTCONTINENT

�� COUNTRYCOUNTRY

�� AREA Sq. Miles (000)AREA Sq. Miles (000)

�� POPULATION (000)POPULATION (000)

�� GIFTED GIFTED 

PARTICIPATIONPARTICIPATION

WCGTC, ECHAWCGTC, ECHA

Asia Federation Gifted                    Asia Federation Gifted                    

�� LITERACYLITERACY

80%  +  Shaded80%  +  Shaded

�� GNP/CapitaGNP/Capita

�� Exit Age of SchoolingExit Age of Schooling

�� LIFE EXPECTANCY  LIFE EXPECTANCY  
(Health:  Malaria, HIV)(Health:  Malaria, HIV)

�� RELIGION %RELIGION %
Christian, Roman Christian, Roman 
Catholic, Orthodox, Catholic, Orthodox, 
Muslim, Hindu, Muslim, Hindu, 
Buddhist/Shinto, Jewish Buddhist/Shinto, Jewish 
Indigenous, Other, NoneIndigenous, Other, None
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WORLD LITERACY
LITERACYLITERACYLITERACYLITERACYNATIONSNATIONSLITERACYLITERACY

(4)   57%(4)   57%(3)   43%(3)   43%77AUSTRALIS/AUSTRALIS/

OCEANIAOCEANIA

(8)   17%(8)   17%(39)  83%(39)  83%4747AFRICAAFRICA

(31)  67%(31)  67%(15)  33%(15)  33%4646ASIA & MIDDLE ASIA & MIDDLE 

EASTEAST

100%100%0%0%3939EUROPE EUROPE ––

EAST/WESTEAST/WEST

100%100%0%0%1212SOUTH AMERICASOUTH AMERICA

(11)  73%(11)  73%(4)   27%(4)   27%1515NORTH & CENTRAL NORTH & CENTRAL 

AMERICAAMERICA

80% 80% –– 100%100%Below 80%Below 80%# Nations in # Nations in 

SampleSample
CONTINENTCONTINENT
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Key Issues in the Gifted Debate

�� What is meant by What is meant by 
Equal Educational Equal Educational 

Rights?Rights?

�� Universal Universal 
Declaration of Declaration of 
Human RightsHuman Rights

(United Nations 1948)(United Nations 1948)

““Everyone has right Everyone has right 

to education.”to education.”

�� Equal opportunity to Equal opportunity to 
develop abilities.develop abilities.

�� Equality of OpportunityEquality of Opportunity

�� Treated DifferentlyTreated Differently

�� Elitist Conception Elitist Conception 
GiftedGifted

�� ExcellenceExcellence

VERSUSVERSUS

�� EquityEquity

�� Equal AccessEqual Access

�� No Segregated No Segregated 
Grouping, Tracking, Grouping, Tracking, 
StreamingStreaming
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What are Gifted Provisions?

MentorshipMentorshipTechnologyTechnologyINCLUSIONINCLUSIONAP ClassesAP Classes

RenzulliRenzulli SEMSEM

SchSch. . EnrEnr. Mod.. Mod.

Sport Training Sport Training 

& Competition& Competition

Differentiation Differentiation 

in Classroomin Classroom
Ability Ability 

GroupingGrouping

Debate    Debate    

ChessChess

Science/Math  Science/Math  

Science FairScience Fair

Clusters in Clusters in 

ClassroomClassroom

Acceleration Acceleration 

in Subject(s)in Subject(s)

Competitions Competitions 

OlympiadsOlympiads

Dance/Drama  Dance/Drama  

BalletBallet

PullPull--out out 

ClassesClasses

Grade Grade 

SkippingSkipping

Summer Summer 

ProgramsPrograms

Art/Music  Art/Music  

Fine ArtsFine Arts

SelfSelf--Contained Contained 

ClassroomsClassrooms

Early EntranceEarly Entrance

After School After School 

EnrichmentEnrichment

Enrichment Enrichment 

OpportunitiesOpportunities

Special Special 

SchoolsSchools

Grade Grade 

AccelerationAcceleration
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10 Factors in Contributing to 

Level of Gifted Participation

�� Government Government 

Legislation Legislation ––

Policy YearPolicy Year

�� Special SchoolsSpecial Schools

�� AccelerationAcceleration

�� InclusionInclusion

�� Pullout ClassesPullout Classes

�� ExtraExtra--CurricularCurricular

�� CompetitionsCompetitions

�� Teacher TrainingTeacher Training

�� University Research University Research 

�� Gifted Gifted 

Organizations/ Organizations/ 

ConferencesConferences
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U. S. & Canada

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN

--INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTRAEXTRA

-- CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU--

SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION

++++++++++++++++++
19731973

Natl. Natl. 

Excel.Excel.

ReportReport

U.S.A.U.S.A.

++--++++++++++++++++
CANADACANADA
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Mexico & Central America

++------------------
PUERTO PUERTO 

RICORICO

++++----++----------
GUATEMALAGUATEMALA

--
LateLate

80’s80’s--++++--++--++--
CUBACUBA

--
‘98‘98

----------------
COSTA RICACOSTA RICA

++----BeingBeingHumanHumanConceptConceptBroadBroad--++
1982 1982 lstlst

G PUBG PUB

SCHSCH

MEXICOMEXICO

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN

--INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTRAEXTRA--

CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION
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South America

------------HighHighLowLow--CanCan--

CelledCelled

VENEZUELAVENEZUELA

(Andean)(Andean)

‘96‘96Cr.Cr.CreatCreat. . 

IntellIntell..++++++HighHighLowLow++Law Law 

19831983

PERUPERU

(Andean)(Andean)

‘87‘87------++--HighHighLowLow++CanCan--

CelledCelled

COLOMBIACOLOMBIA

‘79‘79‘85‘85--------HighHighLowLow++IsolatIsolat..

EffortEffort

CHILECHILE

(Andean)(Andean)

19711971

1998 1998 

Conf.Conf.

--++++++1993 1993 

CancelCancel..

HighHighLowLow++1971  1971  

1987  1987  

19951995

BRAZILBRAZIL

(Portuguese)(Portuguese)

1994 1994 

Conf.Conf.------++Isolated Isolated 

EffortsEfforts

HighHighLowLow++--ARGENTINAARGENTINA

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN--

INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTRAEXTRA

-- CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION
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South America
�� Policy & Programs VaryPolicy & Programs Vary

�� Brazil Brazil –– Most Diversity Most Diversity 
Gifted Gifted 

�� Peru Peru –– Leads Spanish Leads Spanish 
GiftedGifted

�� Rest SpanishRest Spanish--Speaking Speaking 
except Brazil (Portuguese)except Brazil (Portuguese)

�� Universal Education close Universal Education close 
to being achieved.to being achieved.

�� Majority live under poor Majority live under poor 
conditions.conditions.

�� Constructivism ImportantConstructivism Important

�� No Gifted:  Ecuador, No Gifted:  Ecuador, 
Bolivia, ParaguayBolivia, Paraguay

�� MultiMulti--CulturalCultural

�� MultiMulti--LingualLingual

�� Norms are DifficultNorms are Difficult

�� Need Norms for Special Need Norms for Special 

GroupsGroups

�� Need Own Need Own IdentIdent. Criteria. Criteria

�� Ecological ValidityEcological Validity

�� RenzulliRenzulli Influence ‘78Influence ‘78

�� Monks Triadic Model ’92Monks Triadic Model ’92

�� 1999 Euro Adv. Diploma 1999 Euro Adv. Diploma 

in in EducEduc. Gifted (ECHA). Gifted (ECHA)
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Europe

Avoid negative Avoid negative 

consequences of label.consequences of label.

“Deviant” from norm.“Deviant” from norm.

Vague & relatively Vague & relatively 

undefined gifted undefined gifted 

construct.  More construct.  More 

Research Research 

Divided ideologically/Divided ideologically/

Culturally Culturally --

Differentiation/Differentiation/

SimilaritySimilarity

Salamanca Statement  Salamanca Statement  

Inclusive Education        Inclusive Education        

All All educeduc needs can be needs can be 

met in regular class w/ met in regular class w/ 

mixedmixed--ability.ability.

“Special educational “Special educational 

provisions should in provisions should in 

no way privilege one no way privilege one 

group to detriment of group to detriment of 

others.”others.”

European Council European Council ––

25 Euro States 25 Euro States ––

1994  Gifted 1994  Gifted 

RecommendationRecommendation

High ability essential to High ability essential to 

promote development promote development 

of industry.  Little of industry.  Little 

controversy re Gifted.controversy re Gifted.

Resists attempt to Resists attempt to 

single out individual.  single out individual.  

Group is unit.  Similar Group is unit.  Similar 

is more important.is more important.

Ideological fear of Ideological fear of 

promoting elite. promoting elite. 

Mainly Gifted Mainly Gifted EducEduc.  .  

in inclusive setting.in inclusive setting.

EASTERN & EASTERN & 

BALKANSBALKANS

NORTHERNNORTHERNWESTWEST-- MIDMID--

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
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Western EuropeWestern EuropeWestern EuropeWestern Europe

19911991++++++++--++++++++NETHERLANDSNETHERLANDS

20012001
++++++++--++++--19901990SPAINSPAIN

--++++++--++++++19981998SWITZERLANDSWITZERLAND

++++++++++--++++--19901990PORTUGALPORTUGAL

++++++++--++------ITALYITALY

ECHAECHA
++++++++++++++++++GERMANYGERMANY

AFPEAFPE
++++++++++++++++--FRANCEFRANCE

++++++--++++++--BELGIUMBELGIUM

++++++++++--++++++++AUSTRIAAUSTRIA

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN--

INGING

COMPCOMP

ETITIOETITIO

NN

EXTREXTR

AA--

CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLINCL

UU--

SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION
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Eastern Europe

++++--++++++++++++++UKRAINEUKRAINE

++----++++++++++++++SLOVENIASLOVENIA

++--++++++--++++++++SLOVAKIASLOVAKIA

++++++++++++++++++19951995ROMANIAROMANIA

++--++++++++++----19911991POLANDPOLAND

++++++++++++++--++19931993HUNGARYHUNGARY

++--++++++--++----19911991CROATIACROATIA

++++++++++++++--++19901990BULGARIABULGARIA

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN

--INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTRAEXTRA

--CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION



28

Northern Europe

NA  NA  

GCGC

NA  NA  

CECE++++++++++++++19951995ENGLAND/ ENGLAND/ 

WALESWALES

--++--++++--++++--++LATVIALATVIA

--++++++++++++++++19961996RUSSIARUSSIA

----++----++----19971997NORWAYNORWAY

--++--++++--++++--19931993FINLANDFINLAND

--++--++----++------DENMARKDENMARK

--++++++--++++------SWEDENSWEDEN

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN

--INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTREXTR

AA--

CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEAR
NATIONNATION
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Equality & Social Collectivism

�� Law of  “Law of  “JanteJante” ” 

�� Impropriety in pride of Impropriety in pride of 
self.    No one must self.    No one must 
believe they are “special.”  believe they are “special.”  
Value sameness.Value sameness.

�� “Nordic Model” Political “Nordic Model” Political 
ideals merged with ideals merged with 
indigenous traditions & indigenous traditions & 
sentiments dating from sentiments dating from 
medieval/Viking era.medieval/Viking era.

�� Swedes ambivalent to Swedes ambivalent to 
“stars.” “stars.” 

�� Egalitarian ethos strongest Egalitarian ethos strongest 
in Norway.in Norway.

�� Russia avoids term Russia avoids term 
“gifted.”“gifted.”

�� MASCULINITY INDEX MASCULINITY INDEX 

((HofstedeHofstede, 1982), 1982)

High MAS High MAS ––

(U.S. 62, Austria 75 Japan 87)  (U.S. 62, Austria 75 Japan 87)  
Independence, Achievement, promote Independence, Achievement, promote 
individual excellence.individual excellence.

Low MAS Low MAS --

(Sweden 6, Norway 10, Denmark 22) (Sweden 6, Norway 10, Denmark 22) 
InterInter--dependence ideal, service, not dependence ideal, service, not 
promote or reward some to excel.promote or reward some to excel.

Recent Scandinavian national Recent Scandinavian national 
curriculum approaching notion of curriculum approaching notion of 
Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences.Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences.

Way to bypass egalitarian dilemma & Way to bypass egalitarian dilemma & 
cater to highly able in inclusive class.cater to highly able in inclusive class.
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Middle East

World World 

‘99‘99--++++++++++----TURKEYTURKEY

Arab ConArab Con

----++++++++----UNITED UNITED 

ARAB EM.ARAB EM.

Arab Arab 

ConfConf----++++++++----SAUDI SAUDI 

ARABIAARABIA

Arab Arab 

ConfConf----++++++++++----MOROCCOMOROCCO

Arab Arab 

ConfConf----++++++++++----LEBANONLEBANON

Arab Arab 

ConfConf++++++++++++----19871987JORDANJORDAN

ArabArab

ConfConf----++++++++++----EGYPTEGYPT

ArabArab

ConfConf--++++++++++------BAHRAINBAHRAIN

World World 

‘79‘79++++++++++++++++1973 1973 

19961996

ISRAELISRAEL

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN

--INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTREXTR

AA--

CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEAR
NATIONNATION
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Asia
ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN

--INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTRAEXTRA--

CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION

++++++++----++----19991999THAILANDTHAILAND

++++++++++++++++++19971997TAIWANTAIWAN

++++++++++++++----19971997SINGAPORESINGAPORE

Conf. Conf. 

19831983++--------++--++19871987PHILIPPINESPHILIPPINES

++++++++++++++++++19991999KOREAKOREA

------++++--++------JAPANJAPAN

++++++++++++++++++19981998INDONESIAINDONESIA

++----------++----19861986INDIAINDIA

Hong Hong 

KongKong++++++++++++++++19781978CHINA (PRC)CHINA (PRC)
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Asia
�� Emphasis on Teaching Emphasis on Teaching 

According to Individual According to Individual 

Differences.Differences.

�� Social Tendency to Value Social Tendency to Value 

Intellectuals & the wise.Intellectuals & the wise.

�� Need for Economic Need for Economic 

Development.Development.

�� Emphasis on Children’s Emphasis on Children’s 

Education by Parents.Education by Parents.

�� Considerable human power Considerable human power 

planning by government.planning by government.

�� Identification:              Identification:              
MultiMulti--criteria & alternatives criteria & alternatives 
other than standardized other than standardized 
intelligence tests.intelligence tests.

�� Less strict/more flexible.Less strict/more flexible.

�� Develop talents for all.Develop talents for all.

�� Most Vigorous Gifted:  Most Vigorous Gifted:  
Taiwan, Korea, SingaporeTaiwan, Korea, Singapore

�� 1992 Asian Survey 1992 Asian Survey 

�� Distinct curriculum for Distinct curriculum for 

gifted has made its gifted has made its 
appearance on the Asian appearance on the Asian 

scene.  scene.  ((RoldanRoldan 1992)1992)
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Africa

--19401940--++++++++++++1994 1994 

New New 

Gov.Gov.

South South 

AfricaAfrica

------------++------TanzaniaTanzania

------------++----1981 1981 

NatlNatl

PolPol

NigeriaNigeria

------------++----1991 1991 

ConfConf
KenyaKenya

------------++--++--BotswanaBotswana

ORGORGUNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN

--INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTREXTR

AA--

CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPEC SPEC 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION
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Africa
�� Outside South Africa, Outside South Africa, 

hardly any Gifted hardly any Gifted EducEduc..

�� Human Development NeedsHuman Development Needs

�� 1990’s Political Unrest1990’s Political Unrest

�� Home/School EnvironmentHome/School Environment

�� Nutrition, HealthNutrition, Health

�� African LanguagesAfrican Languages

�� Musical AbilityMusical Ability

�� Manual/Perceptual SkillsManual/Perceptual Skills

�� Valued:  quick wit, wisdom, Valued:  quick wit, wisdom, 
humourhumour, active, dynamic , active, dynamic 
disposition, leadership, disposition, leadership, 
linguistic excellencelinguistic excellence

�� Culture of Black AfricansCulture of Black Africans

�� African Socialism African Socialism –– make make 
sense of traditional sense of traditional 
African way of life in African way of life in 
modern world.modern world.

�� Perception of African Perception of African 
Society idea of  Society idea of  
“UJAMAA”“UJAMAA”

�� Extended FamilyExtended Family

�� Togetherness, CommunalTogetherness, Communal

�� Collective ResponsibilityCollective Responsibility

�� My humanity bound to My humanity bound to 

your humanity.your humanity.
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Australia & New Zealand

++++++++++++++++--19891989

EquityEquity

NEW NEW 

ZEALANDZEALAND

19891989

20032003
++++++++++++++++++AUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA

ORGORG

ConfConf

UNIUNI

RESRES

TRAINTRAIN--

INGING

COMPECOMPE

TITIONTITION

EXTREXTR

AA--

CURR.CURR.

PULL PULL 

OUTOUT

CLASSCLASS

INCLUINCLU

-- SIONSION

ACCELACCELSPESPE

C C 

SCHSCH

POLICYPOLICY

YEARYEARNATIONNATION

��Range of SES, CultureRange of SES, Culture

��Social Justice Social Justice –– Real IssueReal Issue

��Developed Ability v/s Developed Ability v/s 

Innate AbilityInnate Ability

��Tall Poppy SyndromeTall Poppy Syndrome

��Practice of Practice of streaming streaming 

(grouping) seen as elitist.(grouping) seen as elitist.

��Intelligence Testing Intelligence Testing 

Criticized Criticized –– Multiple Int.Multiple Int.

��Equity ObjectivesEquity Objectives
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A Cross-Cultural Comparison of the 

Perceived Traits of Gifted Behavior
By Kathleen Stone, Ph.D.    2000

COLLABORATION WITH 22 UNIVERSITIES

1,965 Survey Respondents

JapanJapan

ThailandThailandKoreaKoreaTaiwanTaiwan

NONNON--

WESTERN WESTERN 

CULTURECULTURE

FranceFrance

ItalyItaly

United United 

KingdomKingdom

SpainSpain

U.S.A.U.S.A.

GermanyGermany

WESTERNWESTERN

CULTURECULTURE

Low Low 

Participation Participation 

Gifted Gifted EducEduc..

Medium Medium 

Participation Participation 

Gifted Gifted EducEduc..

High High 

Participation Participation 

Gifted Gifted EducEduc..
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Cross-Cultural Perceived Traits     

of Gifted Behavior

10 Country Grand Mean (Out of 5.0)

�� Reasoning      4.20Reasoning      4.20

�� Learning         4.21Learning         4.21

�� Problem          4.19Problem          4.19

�� Solving    Solving    

�� Memory          4.18   Memory          4.18   

�� Inquiry            4.17  Inquiry            4.17  

�� Insight          4.08Insight          4.08

�� High IQ        4.03High IQ        4.03

�� Interest          4.02Interest          4.02

�� Theoretical    3.90Theoretical    3.90

�� Creativity      3.89Creativity      3.89
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More Highly Rated

Terms Across 10 Nations

22INTELLIGENTINTELLIGENT66EXCEPTIONAL EXCEPTIONAL 

ABILITYABILITY

22ADVANCEDADVANCED66HIGH HIGH 

INTELLIGENCEINTELLIGENCE

44GENIUSGENIUS77HIGH I.Q.HIGH I.Q.

55CHILD CHILD 

PRODIGYPRODIGY
88GIFTEDGIFTED

NationsNations

RatedRated

NationsNations

RatedRated



39

Gifted Education 

Across Cultures
�� There are variances across cultures in the There are variances across cultures in the termsterms

used to describe the gifted.used to describe the gifted.

�� There are variances across cultures in the There are variances across cultures in the 

perceived traitsperceived traits of gifted behavior.of gifted behavior.

�� Perceived traitsPerceived traits of gifted do not vary across of gifted do not vary across 

cultures according to high, medium, and low      cultures according to high, medium, and low      

levels of participation in gifted education.  levels of participation in gifted education.  

�� ProvisionsProvisions for gifted do vary.for gifted do vary.
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CULTURAL INTEGRITY

�� Disparities in Gifted Disparities in Gifted 
Education may be Education may be 
attributed to cultural attributed to cultural 
relativity. relativity. 

�� Broaden the rationale to Broaden the rationale to 
an expanded theory of     an expanded theory of     
Cultural IntegrityCultural Integrity..

�� Honor the strength of Honor the strength of 
the culturethe culture’’s indigenous s indigenous 
support for its advanced support for its advanced 
students.students.

�� Avoid competitiveness Avoid competitiveness 
that often evolves from that often evolves from 
global publicity global publicity 
regarding international regarding international 
achievement.achievement.

�� Integrity Integrity –– wholeness, wholeness, 
completeness, soundness.completeness, soundness.

�� Totality including moral Totality including moral 
sense.sense.

�� People remain committed to People remain committed to 
their indigenous cultures.their indigenous cultures.

�� Integrity of a culture is often Integrity of a culture is often 
challenged by Modernization    challenged by Modernization    
& Westernization.& Westernization.

�� Later stages of Modernization Later stages of Modernization 
lead to delead to de--Westernization and Westernization and 
Resurgence of Integrity of Resurgence of Integrity of 
indigenous culture.indigenous culture.

�� Honor the inherent integrity Honor the inherent integrity 
of other cultures.of other cultures.
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I.N.S.T.E.A.D., International

International Network Supporting

Transnational Exchange & Diversity

Kathleen M. Stone, Kathleen M. Stone, Ph.DPh.D..

Director of Gifted EducationDirector of Gifted Education

La Grange School District 105La Grange School District 105

1001 South Spring Avenue1001 South Spring Avenue

La Grange, Illinois  60525  USALa Grange, Illinois  60525  USA

Tel.  708Tel.  708--482482--2720    FAX  7082720    FAX  708--482482--27242724

EE--mail:  mail:  KStoneGift@aol.comKStoneGift@aol.com

School:   kstone@d105.netSchool:   kstone@d105.net
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�� World Almanac & Book of FactsWorld Almanac & Book of Facts (2007)(2007)

Literacy %, Compulsory Age School, Religion %Literacy %, Compulsory Age School, Religion %

�� New York Times AlmanacNew York Times Almanac (2007)                (2007)                

Population, Life Expectancy, HIVPopulation, Life Expectancy, HIV

�� National Geographic Almanac of GeographyNational Geographic Almanac of Geography

(2005)    Area Sq. Miles, GDP Per Capita(2005)    Area Sq. Miles, GDP Per Capita

�� International Handbook of Giftedness and International Handbook of Giftedness and 

TalentTalent (2(2ndnd Ed.)  (2000)Ed.)  (2000)


